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MARKETING ASSOCIATION

Each year, the Ontario produce industry honours individuals and organizations for their outstanding
accomplishments and contributions to our great industry. These prestigious awards are presented at the
OPMA Gala Dinner and Awards Ceremony.

Nominations

To nominate a colleague or organization, complete a nomination form and provide a short summary
outlining the nominee’s contributions and achievement according to the award criteria. Nominees must
be current OPMA members or retired from a current OPMA member company.

Selection of winners:

Three winners will be selected by the WPN committee. One will be selected (by random draw) at the
OPMA Gala to win the grand prize award consisting of free registration to the 2024 IFPA Women’s Fresh
Perspective Conference in Orlando, flights and accommodations. Valued at $8,000!* Generously
sponsored by IFPA and Wonderful Sales.

Awarded to a woman who has contributed to the produce industry’s growth and development. This
award is open to women in all departments/positions within a produce organization that is a member of
the OPMA. Examples of contributions but not limited to:

e Innovation (product or process)

e Mentorship

e Individual or organizational growth and development
e Quality or food safety initiatives

e Integral to organizational operations

Nominations should include:

e Adescription of how this person had shown initiative and commitment to the industry or
organization.
e A description of the impact the nominee has had on the industry or organization.

*Grand prize will include registration to the 2024 IFPA Women's Fresh Perspectives conference in Orlando, FL,
round trip economy airfare from Canada to Orlando and hotel accommodations at the event hotel for the duration
of the conference. All other expenses will be the responsibility of the winner. If the winner is unable to attend, a
new winner will be drawn from the pool of OPMA WPN award winners. Grand prize is valued at a maximum of
$8,000 CAD. Grand prize is not redeemable for cash.
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Name of person/ company nominated:

Tell us about the nominee and describe how their accomplishments meet the award criteria

Examples (Please note these are just examples and the nominee doesn't need to demonstrate accomplishments in every
area. Please make sure to include specific examples of the nominees accomplishments and how they were achieved.)

Sarah is a remarkable nominee for the WPN Award due to her outstanding contributions across multiple areas within her
organization, which is a proud member of the OPMA (Ontario Produce Marketing Association).

1) Innovation: Sarah has been at the forefront of innovation within her organization. She spearheaded the development
of a cutting-edge cold storage solution that significantly extended the shelf life of their product. This innovation not only
reduced food waste but also allowed the organization to expand into new markets, increasing their revenue and
profitability.

2) Mentorship: Sarah has a passion for mentoring and nurturing young talent within the organization. Over the past
decade, she has personally mentored more than a dozen individuals, many of whom have gone on to assume
leadership positions within the industry. Her dedication to helping others succeed has had a profound impact on the
growth and development of the produce industry's workforce.

3) Individual and Organizational Growth and Development: Under Sarah's leadership, her organization has experienced
exponential growth. She played a pivotal role in formulating a strategic plan that resulted in a 30% increase in market
share over the past five years. Furthermore, she championed employee training programs that have enhanced the skills
and capabilities of the entire team, contributing to the organization's sustained success.

4) Quality and Food Safety Initiatives: Sarah's commitment to food safety is unwavering. She led the implementation of
rigorous quality control and food safety measures that have made her organization a benchmark for industry standards.

~Her efforts in this regard have not only upheld the reputation of her organization but have also elevated the entire
produce industry's commitment to safety and quality.

5) Integral to Organizational Operations: Sarah is not only a key member of the organization but is considered its driving
force. Her vision, dedication, and tireless work ethic have made her an integral part of the organizational operations. She
has consistently delivered results that align with the organization's strategic objectives.

LinkedIn Profile Link (optional)

Name of Nominator: Company

Signature of Nominator:

Nominator’s phone number/ email:

Mark nomination form "CONFIDENTIAL" and return by October 20, 2023 to:

Emilia De Sousa, email: emilia@theopma.ca
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